Advanced Placement US Government and Politics
 AP US Government and Politics is designed to provide students with an in depth look at the workings and structure of the United States government and political system.  Students will use primary and secondary sources to examine, analyze and evaluate United States documents, political beliefs and parties, the three branches of government, federal bureaucracy, public policy, civil liberties and freedoms.  This course is structured to be the equivalent to that of an introductory college level course, so students must be prepared to work extremely hard and willing to push themselves beyond the normal high school course mindset.  At the end of the course students will take the AP US Government and Politics exam.  Based on their score on the AP exam, students can earn college credit.  Most colleges and universities provide credit for a score of a 3, 4, or 5.  Seeing as though this is an Advanced Placement course, students will be required to complete outside readings and projects.  In addition to the readings students will be required to complete writing assignments regularly in order to prepare for the AP exam.  With hard work and dedication students will gain a great deal of knowledge about their government that will benefit them beyond their school career. 

Primary Sources to be used in class:
United States Constitution

Federalists Papers

Supreme Court Opinions 

Secondary Sources to be used in class:
Text: Government in America: People, Politics and Policy.  Edwards, George, Martin Wsattenberg and Robert Lineberry.  Pearson, 2008.
Washington Post Newspapers
Charlotte-Observer Newspaper

Independent Tribune Newspaper

Time Magazine

Newsweek Magazine

All Politics is Local: By: Tip O’Neill
Reading and Analysis Activities:

In addition to the reading and analyzing of the primary sources included in the Curriculum Schedule, students will use secondary sources listed above for daily assessment and analysis.  As a class and on their own, students will read articles and stories that pertain to the information covered in class.  Some articles will be assessed through class discussions, while others will be discussed through papers and assignments.  The articles from the Washington Post will pertain more to the events occurring in US Government and issues that are arising around the nation.  The Charlotte Observer and Independent Tribune will allow students to analyze the situations that occur in the area around where we live, and will educate them on community issues.  Time and Newsweek Magazines will be used in order to analyze national and international current events.  Assignments will include, but are not limited to, debates, papers, class discussions and projects.  These activities will allow students the opportunity to be more educated about government issues that are occurring around the world, while allowing them the chance to analyze the issues and form their own opinions about the world and decisions around them.  These reading assignments will allow the students to apply what they have learned in class to real world situations and scenarios.  They will be able to apply their knowledge and see how concepts taught in class pertain to the world around them.
Daily Preparation:
Reading: Due to the fact that this is a college level course, outside reading will be necessary.  Students must be prepared to come to class with readings already completed.  Failure to complete the outside readings will result in low grades and possibly no college credit.

Writing: Timed essay writing will be assigned regularly to assist students with preparing for the AP exam.  Students will need to practice writing on a regular basis in order to improve their skills to a level that is equivalent to that of a college student.

Note Taking: Notes will be key to the success of a student in an Advanced Placement course.  Students will be required to take notes during class via the overhead as well as off teacher lecture.  Notes will also be required on outside readings as well. 

Current Events: Students will need to keep up to date on events occurring in the United States.  This will be key to participating in daily lecture and will assist in furthering their knowledge of the curriculum.  Students will also be required to keep an up to date current events notebook.

Materials: 
Students will need to bring their notebook, textbook and current events notebook to class everyday.  There will be no tolerance for lack of effort or responsibility in this class.  One, three-ring binder with unit dividers is required for this class.  Students will need to keep each unit separate with handouts and notes behind each unit tab. 

Major Assignments:
· Unit Tests (One per unit) 

· Identification Quizzes (Who, What, When, Where and Why) (At minimum, two per unit) 

· Current Event Notebook (Instructional handout will be given out) 

5 Current Events per topic

Topics:

Legislative Branch
Executive Branch

Judicial Branch

Political Parties

Public Policy

Bureaucracy

Due at the end of the course 
· Supreme Court Opinion Presentation (Instructional handout will be given out)
·  Each student will be assigned one landmark case in which they will present the facts of the case and the Supreme Court opinions to the class.
· Class Debates 
· Student lead seminars 
· Research paper
· Students will choose a topic related to US Government or Politics
· The teacher must approve topic
· Mini Papers 
· One per unit 
· Book Report

· Students will read All Politics is Local by Tip O’Neill.

· Some reading will be done in class, however most will be done at home

· Students will complete a book report on the book (Instructions attached)

· In class activities will also be done in order to ensure students are keeping up with the reading.
Grading:
40% Tests 

20% ID quizzes

20% Papers and projects

20% Homework, Daily work, Participation 

100-93: A

92-85: B

84-77: C

76-70: D

69-0: F 

 Late Work:
No late work will be accepted unless the student is absent from school or absent due to a school related event.  If a student is absent on the day an assignment is due, the assignment will be due the day the student returns to school.  If a student is absent on the day of a quiz or test, the student will have until the end of the unit to make up the assignment.  If the assignment is not made up, a grade of 0 will be entered.  This policy is strict due to the fact this is a college level course and students must be held accountable as such. 

 
 
 
 

Curriculum Schedule
Unit 1: Constitutional Foundations – 3 weeks
Key Concepts: (Goals 1 and 9)
· Theories and styles of democratic government

· Philosophy and  ideologies that influenced the formulation and adoption of the Constitution

· Experiences that influenced the beginnings of American Government

· Separation of powers

· Federalism

· Substantive rights and liberties

· Development of civil liberties and rights resulting from judicial decisions

· Impact of the 14th Amendment on civil rights and liberties

 Readings and other Supplemental Materials:

Text: 
Chapter 1: pgs: 2-29: Introducing Government in American
Chapter 2: pgs. 30-67: The Constitution
Chapter 3: pgs. 68-97: Federalism
Chapter 4: pgs: 98-139: Civil Liberties and Public Policy

Chapter 5: pgs: 140-175: Civil Rights and Public Policy
United States Constitution: 

Interpret each section (Preamble, Articles and Amendments).  Analyze the Preamble and discuss why the Framers wrote the Constitution.  Interpret the seven Articles and what they lay out for the government.  Identify what freedoms the Amendments provide for citizens of the US.
Federalists Papers #10 and #51: 

Read and analyze the main points.  Discuss the reason why they were written and whether or not the students believe they would be affective today. 

Unit 2: People and Politics – 3 Weeks

Key Concepts: (Goals 2 and 3)
· Beliefs that citizens gold about their government and leaders

· Political socialization process

· Influences of public opinion
· How citizens participate in political life

· How demographics influence political beliefs

· Development of political parties in the US

· Understand the role of elections

· Investigate the role of interest groups and PACs

· Role of the media in politics
Readings and other Supplemental Materials: 

Text: 
Chapter 6: pgs.176-209: Public Opinion and Public Action

Graph: Demographics, voter turnout, trust of government, Knowledge of Geography, Income and political participation, 



Chart: Knowledge of Liberals and Conservatives, Issues based on age
Chapter 7: pgs. 210-239: The Mass Media and the Political Agenda
Chapter 8: pgs. 240-267: Political Parties
Chapter 9: pgs: 267-295: Nominations and Campaigns


Use www.livingroomcandidate.com
Use video clips of former and present televised debates

Watch the debates and discuss what points, planks and platforms the candidates are trying to portray.  Students will attempt to choose the candidate they believe did the best job and provide specific examples from the debate to defend his/her decision.  The students will analyze each candidate and assess the strengths and weaknesses of each person.
Chapter 10: pgs: 296-321: Elections and Voting Behavior

Chapter 11: pgs: 322-351: Interest Groups
Unit 3: The Policymakers – 3 Week

Key Concepts:  (Goals 4, 5, 6 and 7)
· Constitutional framework for Congress

· Legislative process

· Informal arrangements within Congress

· Links between Congress and other institutions
· Relationship between Congress and other branches

· Constitutional framework for the President
· Role of executive branch in forming public policy

· Arrangements of power granted to the President
· Links between President and other institutions
· How the President interacts with other branches

· How does the Constitution set up Bureaucracy

· Function of Bureaucracy

· Links between Bureaucracy and other institutions

· How does bureaucracy interact with branches

· Framework for Judicial Branch

· Judicial Process and types of jurisdiction

· Links between courts and other institutions

· How the Judicial Branches interacts with other branches

 Readings and other Supplemental Materials:
Text: 
Chapter 12: pgs. 352-389: Congress
US Constitution: Article 1: Read and analyze the layout of Article 3 and provide evidence from today’s government of how it is being carried out.

Chapter 13: pgs: 390-433: The Presidency

US Constitution: Article 2:  Read and analyze the layout of Article 2 and provide evidence from today’s government of how it is being carried out. 
Video of State of the Union Address (watch and analyze)

Student free response: What were the main parts of the President’s speech and how do you feel about what the President said?
Chapter 14: pgs: 434-465: The Congress, the President and the Budget: The Politics of Taxing and Spending

Chapter 15: pgs: 466-501: The Federal Bureaucracy


Chapter 16: pgs: 502-539: The Federal Courts

US Constitution: Article 3: Read and analyze the layout of Article 3 and provide evidence from today’s government of how it is being carried out. 
US Constitution: Amendments 1-27

Selected Supreme Court Cases: Read the original case synopsis, dissect the opinions and analyze how the each decision affected the United States.
Unit 4: Policies - 3 Weeks
Key Concepts:  (Goal 8)
· Formation of policy agendas

· Role of Congress in public policy

· Role of Bureaucracy and Judicial branch with public policy

· Links between policy processes with different groups
Readings and other Supplemental Materials:

Text: 
Chapter 17: pgs. 540-563: Economic Policymaking

Chapter 18: pgs: 564-587: Social Welfare Policymaking

Chapter 19: pgs: 588-613: Policymaking for Health Care and the Environment


Chapter 20: pgs: 614-653: National Security Policymaking
Unit 5: State and Local Government – 2 Weeks
Key Concepts:

 Readings and other Supplemental Materials:
T ext:
 Chapter 21: pgs. 654-694: The New Face of State and Local Government
Book Report Instructions

Each book report should be 900-1000 words in length and should include the following information:

1. A bibliographical citation: author, title, place an date of publication
· This will be the first page
2. A brief identification of the author.
· When and where born
· Where and how were they educated
· Qualifications that allow him to the write the book

· Present job position

3. The summary of the book may include, but is not limited to:

· Subject matter covered

· The author’s purpose for writing the book

· Span of time covered in the book

· Topics that the author places emphasis on

· Supporting evidence of the author’s claim

· What did the book teach you about politics and the government

· Strengths and weaknesses of the book

· What sources were used (primary or secondary)

· What was the author’s objective

4. Be sure take outline notes of each section and include these with your book report

